The collector behind most of objects in the Infinity of Nations exhibition
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George Gustav Heye (1874-1957) was the wealthy industrialist who amassed most of this 825,000-item collection, buying and funding anthropologists to collect objects from Tierra del Fuego to the Arctic. When he died, Heye owned the largest private collection of American Indian arts and artifacts in the world. It was housed for decades at the Museum of the American Indian at Broadway and 155th Street in Manhattan. In those cramped quarters objects were crowded together, and yet visitors, including generations of New York schoolchildren, came to the museum because of the wonder of its collection. It was acquired in 1989 by the Smithsonian Institution for the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., with the promise that the museum would always maintain a presence in New York. Its current home, the George Gustav Heye Center, opened in the U.S. Custom House in lower Manhattan in 1994.
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